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twenty-five cents of surplus at the end of the year,
and had it.

It is an unusual thing for a newly established acad-
emy to be opened with an ode by a pupil just entered,
but this was the case with the Haverhill Academy on
April 30, 1827, when the oration was given by the
Hon. Leverett Saltonstall of Salem. The poem can-
not now be found, but we can easily test the product
of the young student's muse as to quantity at least,
by the columns of the Naverhill Gazette, which
yielded forty-seven of his poems in 1827 and forty-
nine in 1828. These were given under various sig-
natures, of which " Adrian" was the chief, while
"Donald," "Timothy," "Micajah," and "Ichabod"
were others, and the modest initial " W." filled up the
gaps. The first which appeared under his full name
was a long one, " The Outlaw," printed in the Gazette
on Oct. 28, 1828. He seems to have made an effort
in early life to preserve the " Greenleaf," which was
always his home name, he differing curiously at this
last point from Lowell, who was always James at
home and Eussell, especially in England, to the world
outside.

Out of all these poems written before 1829, Whittier
himself preserved, in the collected edition of his
works, only eight, and these in an appendix, in dis-
couragingly small type, as if offering very little en-
couragement to the reader. Probably these would
have passed into oblivion with the rest, had they not
been, as he says in his preface, "kept alive in the
newspapers for the last half-century, and some of them
even in book form." They represent, the author says,
"the weak beginnings of the graduate of a small